
Exploring the Profound Impact of
Tamburlaine, The Jew of Malta, Edward II, and
Doctor Faustus on Elizabethan and Jacobean
Drama
The Elizabethan and Jacobean eras witnessed a literary explosion that
forever changed the course of English drama. At the forefront of this
dramatic revolution stood four groundbreaking plays: Christopher
Marlowe's Tamburlaine Parts One and Two and The Jew of Malta, and
William Shakespeare's Edward II and Doctor Faustus. These plays pushed
the boundaries of theatrical convention, explored profound themes, and
created unforgettable characters that have captivated audiences for
centuries.
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Marlowe's Tamburlaine is a larger-than-life figure, a Scythian shepherd who
rises to become a world conqueror. The two parts of Tamburlaine chronicle
his relentless pursuit of power, his ruthless ambition, and his ultimate
downfall. Marlowe's use of blank verse and vivid imagery creates a
heightened sense of drama, while Tamburlaine's speeches, filled with
hubris and grandiose rhetoric, explore the intoxicating nature of power and
the dangers of unchecked ambition.

The Jew of Malta: A Complex and Controversial Figure

Marlowe's The Jew of Malta is a complex and controversial play that
explores the themes of revenge, prejudice, and the nature of Christianity.
The protagonist, Barabas, is a Jewish moneylender who seeks revenge
against those who have wronged him. Barabas is a complex and
sympathetic character, despite his flaws, and his plight raises questions
about the nature of justice and the limits of human endurance.
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Barabas, by William Rothenstein

Edward II: A Tragic Tale of Royal Failure

Shakespeare's Edward II is a historical play that tells the story of the weak
and ineffectual King Edward II. The play explores the themes of power,
masculinity, and the consequences of political failure. Edward is a flawed
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and tragic figure, unable to control his court or his own destiny.
Shakespeare's portrayal of Edward's relationship with his powerful barons
and his beautiful but ambitious queen, Isabella, creates a complex and
compelling drama.

Doctor Faustus: A Pact with the Devil

Marlowe's Doctor Faustus is a timeless masterpiece that explores the
themes of ambition, knowledge, and the nature of good and evil. The
protagonist, Faustus, is a brilliant scholar who sells his soul to the devil in
exchange for unlimited knowledge and power. Faustus's journey is a
cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked ambition and the ultimate
futility of human knowledge in the face of the divine.
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Doctor Faustus, by Franz von Stuck

The Enduring Legacy of Elizabethan and Jacobean Drama

Tamburlaine, The Jew of Malta, Edward II, and Doctor Faustus stand as
enduring masterpieces of Elizabethan and Jacobean drama. These plays
broke new ground in terms of themes, characterization, and theatrical
innovation. They explored complex and challenging ideas about power,
morality, and the human condition. Their influence can still be seen in
contemporary drama and literature, showcasing the lasting impact of these
groundbreaking works.
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The plays of Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare revolutionized
Elizabethan and Jacobean drama, leaving an indelible mark on the English
literary landscape. Tamburlaine, The Jew of Malta, Edward II, and Doctor
Faustus are more than just historical artifacts; they are timeless works that
continue to captivate and challenge audiences today. By exploring the
themes, characters, and theatrical innovations of these plays, we can gain
a deeper understanding of the complexities of human nature, the nature of
power, and the allure of the supernatural.
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