
After The Dance: A Comprehensive Journey
through the Rattigan Collection
An to the Enchanting World of Terence Rattigan

The Rattigan Collection, currently showcased at the V&A Museum in
London, offers a captivating immersion into the extraordinary life and
career of Sir Terence Rattigan, one of the most revered playwrights of the
20th century. Through an array of captivating artifacts, including original
manuscripts, personal letters, costume designs, and production
photographs, the exhibition unveils the creative genius behind some of the
most iconic plays that grace the British stage.
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Rattigan's remarkable body of work spans over three decades, leaving an
indelible mark on the landscape of modern theatre. His plays are
celebrated for their incisive wit, profound humanity, and penetrating
exploration of the human condition. From the poignant exploration of
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societal pressures in "The Deep Blue Sea" to the witty social commentary
of "French Without Tears," Rattigan's plays continue to captivate audiences
with their timeless themes and enduring emotional resonance.

Exploring the Rich Tapestry of the Rattigan Collection

The Rattigan Collection is a treasure trove of theatrical history, offering an
intimate glimpse into the mind of a master playwright. It encompasses a
vast array of materials, each piece contributing to the rich tapestry of
Rattigan's creative process.

- Original Manuscripts: The collection houses a significant number of
Rattigan's original manuscripts, providing a unique window into the
playwright's creative journey. These handwritten drafts reveal the evolution
of his ideas, the crafting of dialogue, and the meticulous attention to detail
that characterized his work.

- Personal Letters: Rattigan's personal letters offer a glimpse into his
private life and relationships, shedding light on his inspirations, aspirations,
and the challenges he faced as an artist. These letters provide valuable
insights into the man behind the iconic plays.

- Costume Designs: The collection features a range of costume designs
from Rattigan's most celebrated productions. These designs showcase the
collaboration between Rattigan and renowned costume designers such as
Cecil Beaton and Elizabeth Haffenden, highlighting the importance of visual
aesthetics in enhancing the theatrical experience.

- Production Photographs: The exhibition includes a captivating array of
production photographs that capture the magic of Rattigan's plays on



stage. These images depict iconic performances by legendary actors such
as Dame Judi Dench, Sir Laurence Olivier, and Maggie Smith, offering a
vivid representation of the impact of Rattigan's work on the theatrical
landscape.

Unveiling the Genius of Rattigan's Playwriting

The Rattigan Collection not only showcases the playwright's prolific output
but also provides an illuminating analysis of his distinctive style and
innovative techniques. Through a close examination of his manuscripts,
one can discern Rattigan's mastery of characterization, his ability to craft
dialogue that is both natural and profound, and his innovative use of
narrative structure.

- Characterization: Rattigan's characters are multi-dimensional and deeply
human, embodying a rich tapestry of emotions and motivations. He delved
into the complexities of the human psyche, exploring the inner struggles,
desires, and vulnerabilities that shape our actions.

- Dialogue: Rattigan's dialogue is renowned for its wit, elegance, and
emotional depth. He had a remarkable ability to capture the nuances of
human conversation, creating dialogue that is both authentic and resonant,
allowing his characters to come alive on stage.

- Narrative Structure: Rattigan's plays are meticulously structured,
showcasing his innate understanding of dramatic tension and pacing. He
employed innovative techniques, such as flashbacks and parallel
storylines, to create compelling narratives that kept audiences captivated
from beginning to end.



Themes and Symbolism in Rattigan's Work

Beyond the technical brilliance of his playwriting, Rattigan's work is
distinguished by its exploration of profound themes that resonate with
audiences across generations. His plays delve into universal human
experiences, examining the complexities of love, loss, societal pressures,
and the search for meaning in life.

- Love and Loss: Rattigan's plays often explore the complexities of love,
its transformative power, and the profound sense of loss it can bring. He
portrayed love in its many forms, from passionate romances to unrequited
yearnings, capturing the raw emotions and vulnerabilities that accompany
this universal human experience.

- Societal Pressures: Rattigan's plays incisively examine the impact of
societal expectations and conventions on individuals, particularly during the
post-war era. He explored the pressures to conform, the consequences of
breaking social norms, and the inner conflicts faced by those who dare to
defy societal boundaries.

- Search for Meaning: Rattigan's characters often embark on a journey of
self-discovery, searching for meaning and purpose in their lives. His plays
explore the existential questions that haunt humanity, examining the nature
of existence, the inevitability of death, and the fragile balance between
hope and despair.

The Enduring Legacy of Terence Rattigan

Terence Rattigan's influence on the world of theatre is undeniable. His
plays have been performed countless times around the globe, captivating
audiences with their timeless themes and enduring emotional power.



Rattigan's legacy extends beyond the stage, as his work has inspired
generations of playwrights, actors, and directors.

- Influence on Theatre: Rattigan's plays have had a profound impact on
the development of modern theatre. His innovative techniques, such as the
use of flashbacks and parallel storylines, have become integral to the
contemporary theatrical landscape. His emphasis on characterization and
dialogue has influenced countless playwrights, shaping the way stories are
told on stage.

- Inspiration for Future Generations: Rattigan's work continues to inspire
aspiring playwrights, actors, and directors. His ability to capture the human
condition in all its complexity serves as a guiding light for those seeking to
create meaningful and impactful theatre. His plays are regularly revived,
introducing new generations to his timeless storytelling.

- Cultural Significance: Rattigan's plays offer a valuable reflection of the
social and cultural landscape of 20th century Britain. His work provides
insights into the changing mores, aspirations, and anxieties of the post-war
era, contributing to our understanding of the period's historical and cultural
context.

The Rattigan Collection at the V&A Museum is a captivating testament to
the extraordinary talent and enduring legacy of Terence Rattigan. Through
an immersive exploration of original manuscripts, personal letters, costume
designs, and production photographs, the exhibition offers a rare glimpse
into the creative genius behind some of the most iconic plays of the 20th
century.



Rattigan's mastery of characterization, dialogue, and narrative structure,
coupled with his profound exploration of universal human experiences, has
established him as one of the most significant playwrights in British theatre
history. His plays continue to resonate with audiences today, captivating us
with their timeless themes, emotional depth, and enduring theatrical power.

The Rattigan Collection is a must-visit for anyone interested in theatre,
literature, or the cultural history of the 20th century. It is a unique
opportunity to delve into the mind of a master playwright and appreciate the
enduring impact of his work on the world of stage and beyond.
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